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7 ADVERTISEMENT. 


IN publiſhing this diſcourſe, the author 
complies with the wiſhes of ſome partial 
1 friends who heard it. If it ſhould in any 
1 q meaſure anſwer the deſign of the worthy 


perſon, who inſtituted the annual com- 
memoration of the ſtorm in 1703, by 
preſerving ſome facts reſpecting it, and 
leading to that religious improvement 
which he had chiefly in view, the author 
vin be highly gratified. He wiſhes it 
alſo to be conſidered, as a tribute of reſpect 
to the church and congregation in Little 
W1ld-Street, and to the memory of their late 
excellent paſtor, the Rev. Dr. STENNETT, 
whole friendſhip he hopes ever to eſteem 
one of the greateſt bleſſings of his youth. 
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SERMON, Ge. 


MARK iv. 41. 
And they feared exceedingly, and ſaid one 


to another, What manner of man is this, 
that even the wind and the ſea obey him? 


MONG the multitudes who witneſled 
the great ſtorm in 1703, which we 
are aſſembled to commemorate, were many 


who feared God, and deeply felt the power 
of the Goſpel, When the tempeſt had 


ceaſed, and the danger was over, theſe 


perſons would be very likely to expreſs 
their admiration and gratitude in the words 
which I have now read. Viewing the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, as the appointed Sovereign of 
the natural, as well as of the moral world, 
ry" would enter into the ſpirit of theſe 
225 VIEWS, 


474, 256: 
views, which, on this great occaſion, ope- 
rated on the minds of his diſciples. It is 
probable allo, that when we have heard 
the howling tempeſt, when we have viewed 
the deſolations which it has made on the 
land, and have-read of its more tremendous 
effects on the ocean, the reflection in the 
text has not nen occurred to our 
minds. 

When I was requeſted to engage in this 
ſervice, my thoughts were immediately di- 
rected to this part of the hiſtory of Jeſus 
Chriſt. And it ſtruck me, that it would be 
a very ſeaſonable improvement of the tre- 
mendous ſtorm, which nearly a century ago 
ſpread deſtruction through our own coun- 
try, and a great part of Europe, to aim 
at exciting your veneration of that divine 
Redeemer, to whom you owe infinite obli- 
gations, and whom even. the winds and 
the ſeas obey. | | 

The florm to which the text RI 
happened 1a the evening of a day, which 
had been devoted by our bleſſed Lord 
to many wonderful works of power and 
mercy, and allo io public, inſtruction, on 
| the 
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9 14 
de great affairs of his kingdom. The 


IX ſcene of his labours on this uſeful and 


F happy day, was the border of the Lake 


4 Jof Galilee. There, multitudes aſſembled 


8 


Y 7 to hear him, and he addreſſed them from 
X a veſſel which lay on the ſhore. 
3 1 When the labours of the day were con- 
doded. he propoſed to his diſciples to 
paſs over to the other fide of the lake. 
| 'T he veſſel from which he had ſpoken to 
the large aſſembly, being at leiſure, they 
X embarked in it, and were accompanied by 
= ſeveral other little ſhips, filled with people, 
=X who were probably defirous of knowing 
more concerning this celebrated teacher, 
whole fame was now very great. In the 
=X midſt of their paſſage, there aroſe a great 
33 form of wind, which agitated the ſea to 
=X ſuch a degree, that the waves beat into the 
ib, till it was full of water, and ready to 
X fink. Jeſus, fatigued with extraordinary 
| 4 1 exertions, his mind rendered calm by the 
| F l Fan that the day had been ſpent 1 in 
| labours of love, had fallen aſleep in the 
ſtern of the ſhip, undiſturbed by all the 
confuſion about him. His diſciples, with 
an 


g ds 
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an anxiety naturally occaſioned by their 
ſituation, immediately awoke him, and 
ſaid, Maſter, careſt thou not that we periſh? 
Or as it 1s more ſtrongly expreſſed by 
Matthew, Lord, ſave us ; we periſh*. And 
he | aroſe and rebuked the wind, and ſaid 
unto the ſea, Peace, be ſtill. ' It is ſcarcely 
credible, that in ſuch a moment of terror, 
when nothing but inſtant and inevitable 
deſtruction was before his eyes, an im- 
poſtor could have had ſuch command of 
himſelf, as to aſſume the apparent ſelf- 
poſſeſſion, which theſe words imply, and 
the unlimited authority which they exprels. 
But if on the brink of a watery grave, it 
had been practicable thus to have carried 
on a fruitleſs deception, it cannot be ſup- 
poled, that the great Author of nature 
would have given ſuch a ſanction to the 
word of an impoſtor as immediately fol- 
lowed. For when he had rebuked. the 
wind, and ſaid to the ſea, Peace, be ſiull, 
aſtoniſhing to relate, {he wind ceaſed, and 
there was a great calm. 


Matt. viii. 25. 


Having 


LY 1 

Having given this proof of his authority 
over the elements of nature, he turned his 
rebuke to his diſciples, and ſaid unto them, 
MF Why are pe fo fearful? How ts it that ye 
=E have id faith? © If my cauſe is divine, 
i as you profels to believe, could you ima— 
ine that God would ſuffer all the great 
»'Þ deſigns of my miſſion to be fruſtrated by 
Ja ſtorm ? Or had you ſo little dependence 
Jon my friendſhip, as to ſuppoſe, that J 
1 T ſhould permit you to be loſt, while I was 
& preſerved ?” 
| And now, what moſt; have been their 
feelings? The ſtorm, which had filled 
them with terror, was gone. , The wind, 
Ws which had roared with fury, ceaſed, The 
# ſea, which broke in on their little veſſel 
W with ' dreadful impetuoſity, was become 
=X ſmooth. And he, who amidlt the raging 
= tempeſt was aſleep, and in their timid. 
EZapprehenſions careleſs of them all, had 
1 proved himſelf Lord of the tempeſt and 
the ocean. They feared exceedingly. This 
q 1 vas a fear, not of diſtruſt, but of venera- 

= tion. Penetrated with aſtoniſhment aud 

$ awe, they ſaid one to another ; it was the 
4 B ſentiment 
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ſentiment of every mind, and which was 
ſpontaneouſly and mutually communicated, 
What manner of man is this, that even the 
wind and the ſea, obey him. He had before 
ſhewn them his power in healing the Giſeaſes 
of the human body, but now he diſcovered 
an authority {till more majeſtic, in huſhing 
the fury of the tempeſt, and ſtilling the 
waves of the ſea. 
Let us now attend to a few remarks, 
founded on this wonderful ſtory. 
I. It affords inconteſtible evidence to 
the divine authority of our Lord's miſſion. 
'The ſudden removal of a tempeſt was 
ſurely a miracle which no one could perform, 
except God were with imb. No parts of 
nature are leſs under human control, than 
the wind and the ſea, If the power of 
Jehovah appears more conſpicuous in ſome 
of its exertions, than in others, its moſt 
illuſtrious diſplays in this lower world are 
in reference to the ſtormy winds - which 
fulfil his word*®, and to the waters of the 
mighty deep, which .obey his ſovereign 
mandate. 'The moſt exalted monarch who 


Jobn i li. 2. 4 Pſalm exlviii. 8. 
rules 
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rules the empires of the earth, the moſt 
f ſagacious philoſopher, who has ſearched 
into the ſecrets of nature, and with whom, 
= to a limited degree, knowledge is power,” 
1 here feel their inſufficiency. The winds 
and the waves make them know and con- 
XZ feſs, that they are men. 

3 7 If then at the command of a man, for 
ſuch only was the appearance of Jeſus, 
= the wind ceaſed, and there was a great 
calm; who can doubt, that he was owned 
and approved of God? Who can any 
longer refuſe to admit his claims to the 
character of the Meſſiah ? Where is the 
3s hardened infidelity, which ſhall refuſe to 
bo the knee to him, whom the wind and 
te ſea obey ? 

This too was a work, which no impoſtor 
could imitate with ſufficient accuracy, to 
impoſe on the ſenſes of men. Many won- 
derful works may be counterfeited by in- 
genious artifice. But what artifice can 
= raiſe an imaginary tempeſt, can blow like 

a hurricane, or raiſe the waters of the 
ocean into the reſemblance of a ſtorm ? 
The ſenſes could not have been impoſed 


On. 


t 
on. It muſt have been a reality. And the 
reporters of this wonderful work are wor- 
thy of the fulleſt credit. They have related 
that, of which they were eye - witneſſes. 
Had the report been falſe, there were 
many in the other ſhips who could have 
diſproved it. 
this impreſſive ſtory of the power of Jeſus 
Chriſt over the wind and the ſea, we can- 
not heſitate in admitting his claims to the 
character he profeſſed, we cannot but ac- 
knowledge him to be the Son of God. 

II. This miracle exhibits the union of 
majeſty and compaſſion in the character of 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

The majeſty which e in the whole 
tranladion muſt have ſtruck every beholder, 
and muſt deeply impreſs every one who 
reads the narrative. God can no doubt 
achieve the greateſt of purpoſes by what- 
ſoever inſtruments he pleaſes. The rod of 
Moſes, and the mantle of Elijah, commil- 
ſioned by him, become the occaſions of 
events far out of the uſual courſe of nature. 
But in the air, the language, the conduct 
of Jeſus Chriſt on this occaſion, there 
appears 
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appears a perſonal dignity, becoming the 


50 only begotten of the Father*. He ſpeaks to 
] the raging elements as their great pro- 
- prietor, by whom all things were created, 


and without whom: was not any thing made, 
IT that was made. When I read, that the 
1 Y Mord who was made fleſh and dwelt among 
$ 1 us*, was with God, and was God® ; when 


K 4 7 the effect produced by another miracle of 
: #3 a ſingular nature was this, that the wrt- 
- = a neſſes of it came and worſinpped him, ſaying, 

3 Of a truth thou art the Son of God, and 
HE when I further reflect, that Jeſus -Chriſt 
accepted the homage of men, which the 

VE higheſt order of human beings refuſed* ; 
Il cannot but confider this; as the tribute of 


che wildeſt and fierceſt elements in the 
world of nature to their great Lord, and 
as a teſtimony publicly and awfully borne 
WH a majeſty truly divine, Who but he 
hat hath gathered the wind in his fit*, and 
Rat / meaſured the waters in the hollow of 


. N 4 John i. 14, * John'i. g. 
| John i. 14. John i. 1. | 
> Matt. xiv. gg. i Rev. xix. 10.—xxll. 8, g. 
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his hand', could with efficacy rebuke the 
winds, and ſay to the ſea, Peace, be ſtill? 

But the miracle recorded in this part of 
the evangelical hiſtory, was a work alſo of 


compaſſion. In ſubduing the raging ſtorm, 
Jeſus Chriſt had an immediate reſpect to 


the preſervation of his diſciples, and the 


reſt of the company, who were on board 
the different veſſels. Their lives ſpared in 
the moment of imminent, impending dan- 
ger, would be monuments inſcribed with 
the kindneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, as well as his 
power. But he looked much further than 
to the mere preſervation of their lives. 
The evidences of power and grace, which 
had been fo wonderfully exhibited, would 


attach them to his cauſe, and would operate 


as a guard againſt future returns. of un- 
belief. And conſidered in its more remote 
tendency, this miracle was a bleſſing to 
diſtant ages. The pearl of great price 
was in the ſhip; the charter of ſalvation 
was there. Had the veſſel been wrecked, 


and the paſſengers on board periſhed ; the 
glory of ancient prophecy would have been 


| Ifa xl. 13. 


® Matt. xiii. 46. 
_ obſcured, 
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VE obſcured, and the evidences of the Goſpel 
XX deſtroyed. The bleſſings of pardon and 
immortality would have been deſtitute of 
ZZ their nobleſt ſeal. And to millions, who 
have now heard the joyful ſound®, it would 
never have been reported; Chriſt Jeſus 
= came into the world to ſave ſinners*. Our 
etre our ſalvation, my brethren, 
were concerned in that wonderful deli- 
4 verance. It was a miracle of mercy to 
= the world. Let our hearts never fail to 
3 4 © adore that grace, which ſaved the ſinking 
| = freighted as it was with bleſſings 
© lo divine. 

III. It is matter of unfeigned joy to 
9 me diſciples of Chriſt, that the govern- 
9 ment of the world is placed in the hands 
I Jof one, who diſplayed ſuch an union of 
] power and love. „ 

In che political and in the moral world, 
4 events frequently take place, which may 
| compared to a tempeſt. By the ſtorms 
of civil commotion, palaces and thrones 
and empires have been ſhaken and even 
© deſtroyed. Changes have ariſen, which 


Pſalm Ixxxix. 15. I Tim. i. 15 
= 
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[ 6 ] 
to a feeble undiſcerning human eye, may 
ſeem to oppoſe the wiſe, righteous, and 
merciful government of the Almighty. 
Perſecution may rage againſt the church of | 
the living God“, and bitter animoſities may 1 6 
prevail among its profeſſed friends. The 4 j 
intereſts of the Redeemer may be awfully 
threatened. The hearts of the truly pious 
may tremble for the ark of God, and may 
be ready to doubt, whether the kingdom 
which he hath eſtabliſhed by his Son de- 
ſerves the high character aſſigned it, that 
it cannot be moved. - 

Whenever theſe thoughts ariſe in our 
minds, let us pauſe and reflect, that he 
who rebuked the wind, and ſaid unto the 

ſea, Peace, be ſtill, and there was a great 
calm, has equal power to reſtrain the tur- 
bulence of contending parties, and to huſh 
the angry nations into tranquillity, His 
promile, his oath, his blood ſtand engaged, 
that his church ſhall be built on a rock, and 
that tie gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt 
it.. We cannot doubt either his ability to 


1 Tim. iii. 3. 1 Sam. iv. 1g. 
Heb. xii. 28. * Matt. xvi. 18. 
| over- 
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over - rule all things for good, or-his readi- 
neſs to accompliſh. his own and his Father's 
great and gracious deſigns. 0p 
> IV. How eſſential to the happineſs of 
7 the children of men, is an intereſt in the 
= friendſhip | of the Son of God. 3 
v8 Dreadful i is it indeed, beyond the power 
of Janguage to deſcribe, for the Lord of 
nature to become our enemy. When he, 
= whom ſtorms and tempeſts obey is pro- 
voked t9 manifeſt his diſpleaſure, the kings 
of the earth and the great men, and the rich 
men, and the chief 0 aptains, and the mighty 
men. and every 1 and every Free 
man, may well hide themſelves in the dens, 
and in the rocks of the mountains, and Jay 
to the mountains and to the rocks, Fall on 
us, and hide us from the face of ham that 
L fitteth, on the throne, and from the wrath 
of the Lam : for. the” great day of his 
| wrath 1 is come ; and who ſhall 2 able to 
fand:“ And of whom will he be the 
enemy? Of none but of thoſe who will 
not come unto him, that they may have 
life" : They who ſpurn at his authority, 


* Rev. vi. 45, 8 John .- 
35 and 
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and deſpiſc his love, will indeed be aſhamed 
before him at his coming“. 

On the other hand, he who can ſubdue 
all nature into his ſervice, will prove a, 
potent and a-never-failing friend. What- 
ever ſtorms of private or public diſtreſs 
break on the head of the real Chriſtian, his 
beſt intereſts are ſecure. His immortal ALL, 
is intruſted in the hands of one who can 
rule the elements of nature, and whoſe 
power is always exerted for the preſerva- 
tion of his friends. And he adopts the 
cheerful language of the afflicted apoſtle, 
who though perſecuted, was not forſaken, 
though caſt down, was not deſtroyed* 1 
know, whom I have believed, and I am 
perſuaded, that he is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto him againſt 
that day”. Then, when the earth and the 
heavens ſhall flee away before his face, and 
the dead, ſmall and great, ſhall ſtand before 
God*, all who have choſen Chriſt for their b 
Saviour, and have yielded themſelves unto 

him, ſhall hear his gracious voice ſaying 48 
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v0 John i li. 28. * 2 Cor. iv. g. 
Y 2 Tim. i. 12. * Rev. xx. 11, 12. 
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unto them, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, 
alert the kingdom prepared for you from 
© the foundation of the world*. That veſſel 
. oF ſhall weather every ſtorm, which is under 
Y 2 the conduct of IMMANUEL. 

; 1 V. How. reaſonable is it, that men 
© ould bow to the authority of him, whom 
even the wind and the ſea obey /! 

3 ; Inanimate nature reproves and condemns 
the folly of thoſe, who will not have 
=X Chriſt. to rule over them. Do the ele- 
ments yield him homage, and ſhall I re- 
RX fuſe it to him, I who am placed under his 
moral dominion, who avow myſelf his 
$ diſciple, who, if I belong to him®, am 
redeemed by his blood ? Let the turbulent 
paſſions and contending intereſts of the 
human mind all ſubmit to the government 
of the Prince of peace; let his word be 
=& obeyed; and his energy ſought and re- 
© garded; and the ſtorm, which often, agi- 
; | the human boſom, will ſubſide into a 
calm. The empire of truth, of religion, 
* of n Cho, will reſtore tranquillity to 


1 Matt, av. 34, $11, Marys hy 4% 
BY Ila. ix. 6. 


the 
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the diſordered mind, and will With Tur- 
prifing effeQ lay to the angry and oppoſing 

paſſions, Peace, be ſtill. , | 
Such has been the efficacy of the Goſpel, 
- whenever it has been received into che 
heart. The change produced in the ap- 
| pearance of | nature, when a word from 
Jeſus Chriſt turned the ſtorm into a calm; 
is but a faint reſemblance of that moral 
ſpiritual change which takes place in the 
mind, when conſtrained by the energy of 
divine love, it bows in ſubjection to him 
as. its right proprietor and choſen Lord. 
Whilſt the conſcience of the wicked, who 
refuſe to wear his yoke, is like a troubled 
ſea, whoſe waters caſt up mire and dirt, 
and there is no peace to them, thoſe who 
yield him the obedience of their hearts, 
find the work of Tighteouſneſ3 to be peace, 
and the ęffect of righteouſneſs quieineſs and 
aſſurance for ever. Let us then lay to 
heart the concluſion of our Lord's excel- 
lent diſcourſe on the Mount, which, whilſt 
meditating on ſtorms and tempeſts, ſhould 
moſt powerfully affect and influence our 
4 Ila. Ivii. 20, 21. Ila. xxxili, 17. 


minds. 
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nds Whoſorver heareth theſe fayings 
mine, and doeth them, I will tiken him 
into a wiſe man, who built his houſe whon 
rock.” Arid the rain deſcended, and the 
oodt came, and the wind blew, and beat 
1 * that hee and it fell not, ſor it 
ug fothided upon a rock. And every one 
hetreth theſe ſayings of mine, and 
t 2 them not, ſhall be likened unto @ 
bolgn wan, who built his houſe upon the 
$ ; and. And the rain deſcended, and this 
foods came, and the winds blew, and beat 
uon that 'houſe : and it fell, and great was 
de fall bf iti. Happy they! who indeel 
do the ſayitigs of Chriſt, and ſo give the 
Jony evidence that can be given of an in- 
teteſt in His mediation. No deſolating 
ſtorm can deſtroy their ſecurity, or blaſt 
their ptoſpe&Ks. They are now favoured 
with an hiding: place from the wind, and a 
covert fron tie tempeſt*®. And beyond the 
b grave, fixed in the promiſes of their hea- 


* 
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1 Vvenly Father, and ſealed in the blood of 
| _—their dear Redeemer, there remaineth a 
= e th pot of d. | 

4 © * Matt. vii, 24, 25, 26, 27. * Iſa. xxxii. 2. * Heb. iv. g. 
; | Storms 
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Storms and tempeſts have in every ag: 
viſited our world. Their natural and ſc- 
condary cauſes have been inveſtigated bf 
philoſophers; but their great original 
cauſe is the appointment of God. They WF 
have been in ſome inſtances the execu- a 
tioners of his vengeance ;\ in ſome, che 
means of awakening to repentance a ſinful 
and careleſs people; and in others; the 
gccaſions of illuſtrating his unexpected 
Kindneſs in preſerving, at the moment of 
danger, thoſe whoſle lives were awfull7 
threatened, and of conducting their grate- 
ſul attention to him /e ftays. his .rough 
. wind in the day of his eaſt- wind. And it 
deſerves alſo to be conſidered, that theſe 
violent commotions of the air are frequently 4 | 
the means of diſperſing noxious vapours, 
and of counteracting thoſe contagious diſ- 6 
orders to which, in the calmer ſtate. of 4 21 
the atmoſphere, the bodies both of beaſts 
And men are very much expoſed. 9 
Jo preſerve on the minds of ſerious 1 
ala and to awaken in the breaſts of the 
inconſiderate a proper ſenſe of the hand of 
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9 od, as it was diſplayed in one of the 
hoſt tremendous ſtorms which have ever 
een known in the hiſtory of the world, 


as the laudable defign of the worthy 
Ir. TayYLEs, who inſtituted: this yearly 


he rvice. In compliance with this deſign 
ful now proceed to mention a few particulars 
. | ſpecting it. 5 
ed It was in the year 170g, that this great 
of ö tempeſt viſited Europe, and ſpent its main 
ly 3 force on the Britiſh Iſlands. A ſtrong welt 
te- Pind ſet in about the middle of November. 
gh 4 Inſtead of ſubſiding, every day, and almoſt 
it very hour increaſed its force. On Wed- 
iſe deſday the 24th it blew furiouſly and did 
ly ome damage. Its violence was {till aug- 
rs, ZFented ſo much, that on Friday the 26th 
11 3 became awfully tremendous, and the 
of Poſt dreadful conſequences were with rea- 
ts en apprehended. It was not, however, 

Saturday the 27th, about ſix in the 
us 2 trnIng, that it arole to its greateſt height. 
he i ſe who have written any account of 


of | 1 =: calamity agree in their teſtimony, that 
1 exceeded any ſtorm which had hap- 
d, ened in the memory of man, or that 

Ed "of could 
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than 800 dwelling-hoyſes were laid in ruins, 
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could be faund in any hiſtory. . The: VIO- 2 
lence of the wind, the length of its con- 
Unuance, the prodigious: extent to which 
it ſpread, and the innumerable calamities 
_— by, it, rendered it one of the 1 
0 


moſt awful events in the hiſtory of the 1 « 


natural world, of which we have any bag 3 
ledge, the general deluge excepted. Blel- | 2x 
{ed be God, that ſuch judgments are in- 
deed has ſtrange work*, and that the wind 
is not often excited to ſuch dreadſul fury. 
In this city and i its neighbourhoad, more Fi 


in moſt of which the inhabitants were per- 4 3 
ſonal ſufferers, and ſome loſt their lives. 
Above 2, ooo ſtacks of chimnies were hlown = 
down in and about London. The lead 1 
which covered the roof of 100 churches 8 
was rolled up, and hurled i in prodigious 4 4 
quantities to great diſtances, 5 

The devaſtation ſpread alſo through the 


country. Stacks of hay and cory innu- 4 
merable, were thrown down and damaged. 
Multitudes of cattle were loſt. In one 

EY» 


level in Glouceſterſhire, on the banks 60 A 


* Ifa, xxxviii. 21. 
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he Severn, 15,000' ſheep were drowned. 


= perſon ſet himſelf the taſk of number- 
hich ing che trees which were torn up by their 
Ne 9 1 Dots; but when he had proceeded through 
he ] Put a part of the county of Kent, he had 


5 *ZEounted 250,000, when he relinquiſhed the 
ndertaking. 
zel. But the greateſt calamities were, as 


A f 1 ight be expected, on the water. In the 
ind! Tiver Thames, at leaſt 500 wherries, goo 
." hip-boats, and 100 lighters and barges 
. 4 | were entirely loſt, beſides a much greater 
ns, number that received conſiderable damage. 


he ſhips deſtroyed by this tempeſt were 
bomputed to be goo. Of the royal navy 
2 ſhips were ſunk with moſt of their crew. 
he Eddyſtone light-houſe near Plymouth 
Vas precipitated into the ſurrounding ocean, 
Rand in it periſhed Mr. Winſtanley, its in- 
enious architect. Having been fre- 
I N quently told, that the edifice was too flight 
| 1 withſtand the fury of the winds and 
Faves, he was accuſtomed to reply con- 


A temptuoully, that he only wiſhed to be in 

, of at when a ſtorm ſhould happen. Unfor- 
tunately,“ may we not ſay, as a warning 
= D againſt 

Wo 
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againſt preſumptuous confidence, his de. | 1 


fire was gratihed. Signals of diſtreſs were 


made, but in ſo tremendous a ſea no veſſel | 9 


could live, or would venture to put off for g 


their relief l.“ | a 


But it was a time not only of calamity 
but of deliverance. Some very remark- | 
able providential interpoſitions took place. 
Above two hundred men caſt away on the q a 
Goodwin-Sands were ſaved by the hu- 


mane and ſpirited exertions of Mr. Thomas 


Powell of Deal. And to omit many other: 


inſtances, ſeveral of you recolle& the un- 


common preſervation, which your late ex, 
 cellent paſtor, and my moſt valued friend“, 


frequently related on theſe occaſions, of 1 2 
feventeen perſons in a houſe in St. Martin's- 
Lane, a few of whom ran out of the houſe 
at the firſt alarm; but the reſt were found 4 4 


alive and very little hurt, under the ruins 
occaſioned by the falling of a ſtack of 
chimnies, which carried the roof and every 


floor in the houſe down to the ground. 


Belſham's Hiſtory of Great-Britain, from the Revo- 
lution to the Acceſſion of the Houſe of Hanover. 


® SAMUEL STENXN ETT, D. D. 


It 


11 


It was a dreadful perverſion of the moral 
*Weſign of this tremendous event, that in 
he very next week after it took place, the 
Plays called the Tempeſt and Macbeth were 
Wcted twice; and one of them, on the 
2 night of that very day, on which the ſtorm 
Tole to its greateſt height. In theſe dra- 
Patic repreſentations, not only were thun- 
er and lightning imitated, but additions 
Pere made to the original repreſentation, 
SÞy a mimicry of the falling of houſes, and 
er- che breaking of limbs. And of all this, 


3 
n- the inſenſible and profane audience, for not 

j more honourable epithets do they delerve, 

b gnified their higheſt approbation. a 
H But although there were theſe and many | 
other marks of inſenſibility, effects alſo of 

ia very encouraging nature were produced. 

It is a pleaſing illuſtration of the general 

: Eredit in which ſerious religion was then 

Held, that a day of faſting and humiliation 

Was appointed by authority. The Procla- 

mation by Queen Anne vore ſuch an air of 

1 piety, that I muſt take the liberty of read- 


4 50 you the introductory part of it. 
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„ Whereas 
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{96 Whereas by the late moſt terrible and 
dreadful ſtorms of wind, with which it 
hath pleaſed Almighty God to afflict the b 
greateſt part of this our kingdom, on $ 
Friday and Saturday the 26th and 27 N 2 4 
days of November laſt, ſome of our ſhips of 9 
war, and many ſhips of our loving e, ö 

. have been deſtroyed and loft at ſea, and 
great numbers of our ſubjeQs, ſerving on $ 
board the ſame, have periſhed ; and many « 
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ſubjects, have been either wholly thrown 1 
down and demoliſhed, or very much in- I 


perſons have been killed ; and many ſtacks i F 4 
of corn and hay thrown down and fcat- 
"tered abroad, to the great damage of many 

others, eſpecially the poorer ſort; and 

great numbers of timber and other trees 

have by the ſaid ſtorm been torn up by the 3 
roots in many parts of this our kingdom 3 
A calamity of this ſort ſo dreadful and | 

aſtoniſhing, that the like hath not been 4 
ſeen or felt in the memory of any pm i \ 
living in this our kingdom, and which | 

ny calls for the deepeſt and moſt ſolemn 

x: humiliation 


WV 


A Cw 4 
and Ihumiliation of us and our people: there 
h it fore, out of a deep and pious ſenſe of 
the J at we and all our people have ſuffered 
on by the faid dreadful wind and ſtorms 
27th 2 (which we moſt humbly acknowledge to 
s of | Abe a token of the divine diſpleaſure, and 
that it was the infinite mercy of God, that 
ve and our people were not thereby wholly 
3 deſtroyed) we have reſolved, that a General 
and Public Faſt be obſerved®.” 
X Accordingly it was obſerved with great 
4 4 ſolemnity and decorum by all orders and 
XX denominations. And the Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters, in the moſt perfe& conſiſteney, as 
1 conceive, with their objettions to the 
interference of the civil magiſtrate in mat- 
ters of religion, voluntarily united with 
18 their countrymen in bewailing a common 
=X calamity, and entreating for themſelves and 
for the public the mercy of God. 
Ihe different places of worſhip on that 
day were uncommonly crowded. And it 
en was a circumſtance tending much to con- 


his and ſeveral other particulars mentioned above 
S are taken from a Seqman preached Nov. 27, 1513, by the 
*. n STIN TON. 
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firm impreſſions before made, that at the 1 b, 


moment of worſhip, apprehenſions were 
entertained, of another ſtorm coming on. 


God ſeemed,” ſays a lively and ' pious 2 
writer in the preface to a ſermon, which 
he preached and publiſhed on the occaſion, 


„ to be repeating the former quarrel, 


though not in the ſame degree of loudneſs 
and extent of ruin; as if he would catch 
our departing ſeriouſneſs back again, and 


reſtore ſomething of chat awe that we felt 
in the great ſtorm“.“ 


But the good effects produced Hg this 3 5 


a event were not confined to a day 
of bumiliation, A deep and lively im- 


preſſion was left on the hearts of many, 


eſpecially of thoſe, whoſe pollethons, fami- 
lies, and lives, had been remarkably pre- 


ſerved. And among other pious fruits of 


the ſtorm was the annual ſervice which we 


are now attending. Our late worthy friend, 
who fo ably preſided among you on theſe 


and on other occaſions, often mentioned, 
that in his earlier days he remembered 


7 


Bradbury's Sermons on Public Occafions, Vol. i. 
Serm. 5. | 
1 14 ; | many, 
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1 
any, who regularly attended this ſervice 
BY rom year to year, with feelings ſuch as 
| hoſe only could poſſeſs, who had been per- 
[ nally intereſted in the events which they 
—Eommemorated. He recolletted allo, how 
3 hey gradually dropped off, till at length 
pot an individual remained who had wit- 
geſſed the terrors of 170g. Thus do the 
4 generations of men moulder away! And 
Ihus does every annual commemoration 
3 Ferve as a memorial of human frailty and 
mortality. | 
XZ To us, who conſider the great ſtorm but 
3 2 $ an hiſtorical fact, it cannot be equally 
4 Intereſting. Yet when we think, how many 
ZFaluable men, how many excellent Chriſ- 
Rians, how many able and faithful miniſters 
3 E ere preſerved, the benefit of whoſe labours 
4 Ws yet continued, though their hves have 
Yong lince concluded, we may feel in re- 
rence to this event impreſſions fimilar to 
hoſe, which ariſe from conſidering our 
tereſt in that ſtorm, which the word of 
We. ſubdued on the Lake of. Galilee. 
In fine, let us all commit our immortal 
4 1 Intereſts i into the hands of a Covenant-God, 
it and 


32 J 


and a Divine Redeemer, Then whatever 
ſtorms of nature agitate the material ſyſtem, 
whatever political convulſions ſpread con- 
confuſion among the nations of the earth, 
whatever diſtreſſes fall on the church of 
God, we: ſhall be ſecured, and upheld by 
him, | who. maketh the ſtorm a calm*. And 
in that great cataſtrophe, when the heaven. 
hail paſs away with a great noiſe, when the 
elements ſhall melt with fervent heat, when 
the earth, and the works that are therein 
ſhall be burnt up“; when the trumpet ſhall 
ſound, when the [graves ſhall ' be opened, 
when the dead ſhall be ſummoned to judg- 
ment, we ſhall be admitted, through infinite 
mercy, and a Saviour's merits, to t/ho/c 
new heavens, and to that new earth, where! 


dwelleth raghteauſngſs: Amen. 


* Plaim cvii. 29. n 10. 3 Pet. iii. 13. 
„ ] 
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